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This is in response to the Reasons for Allowance attached to the Notice of Allowability 
(form PTOL-37), mailed May 11, 2004. 

Although Applicants do not herewith express disagreement with the Examiner in her 
indication of reasons for the allowance of the claims of the instant application, Applicant notes 
that the allowed claims recite a plurality of features, and the patentability of the allowed claims 
should be considered to be based upon the totality of the features recited therein, i.e., the 
invention "considered as a whole", as defining over the prior art. Panduit Corp. v. Dennison 
Mfg. Co., 810 F.2d 1561, 1 USPQ2d 1593 (Fed. Cir. 1987). For example, Applicants submit 
that the reasons cited in the attachment to the Notice of Allowability do not preclude the 
existence of additional reasons that can be cited to support the patentability of the claims, i.e., 
the independent claims as well as the various dependent claims. 
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